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To Secure These Rights 


W' HOLD these truths to be self-evident: 
That all men are created equal; 
That they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights; 


That among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi- 
ness; 


That, to secure these rights, governments are instituted 


among men, deriving their just powers from the consent 


of the governed. 


—From the Declaration of Independence. Many Protestant ministers 
are being asked to read selected portions of this famous document from 


their pulpits on Sunday, July 4. 
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Letters to the Editor 





Karl Heim Tells of Student Conditions 





From Germany 


To the Editors: 

. . . Some of the letters that { get, tell- 
ing of the situation in Europe, are quite 
moving. Others give little pictures of situa- 
tions in theological centers abroad which 
enablo us to see some of the difficulties un- 
der which they are laboring. I have re- 
ceived from Professor Kar] Heim, of Tue- 
bingen, a letter which was evidently dic- 
tated from his bed... . 

BEN R. LACY, JR., 
President. 
Union Theological Seminary, 
Richmond, Va. 


Dear Dr. Lacy, 

‘ As to ourselves I’m sorry to say 
that I am abed in this moment. After a 
time of trying work here and abroad my 
heart is overburdened and wants a quiet 
time with medical care. The most tiring 
journey was a series of lectures to a con- 
gregation of Moravians which has been in 
confusion by the new movement of “An- 
throposophy.” The congregation was di- 
vided by “contensions” (I Corinthians 
1:11). I suppose you know this heresy, 
because one of the leaders told me that 
they have great influence upon America. 

At Tuebingen the summer semester has 
begun with nearly 500 students of the- 
ology. The want of lodgings is enormous. 
We have students who have no room at 
all, but spend the night on a couch any- 
where. In our lodging we have two lady 
students in one room, We ourselves have 
only two and a half rooms. The rest is 
oceupled by lodgers. They are pleasant 
people, but however it is tiring. The 
Christian student movement is growing 
up more and more. There are about 600 
or more students of all faculties (espec- 
ially medical students) who are joining 
the meetings. Amongst them we have 
more than 30 Bible circles, who study the 
Scripture regularly. God may preserve 
the peace of the world by his power and 
love! 

KARL HEIM. 
Tuebingen, Germany. 


G. A. Minutes 


To the Editors: 

Ministers who desire changes in their 
address in the alphabetical list in the 
Minutes of the General Assembly should 
notify me immediately. If any have rea- 
son to believe that a recent change has 
not been reported to this office, they 
should send at once a postal card giving 
present permanent address, 

Copies of the Minutes will be sent to 
summer addresses if request is made to 
this office. At the time this is written 
(June 10), it is impossible to give the 
date on which the Minutes will come from 
the press. It is hoped that mailing will 
begin sometime between July 15 and July 
31. If the entire family will be away from 
home the latter part of July and the first 
of August arrangements should be made 
with a neighbor or with the postal au- 
thorities in order to prevent the loss of 
third class mail. The General Assembly 
discharges its responsibility whgn the 
Minutes are mailed to the addregs given 
by the minister or by the stated clerk of 
his presbytery. Duplicate copies are not 
furnished free, and postage for remailing 
copies that have been returned will be 
charged in each case. 


For the information of those who may 
desire to order copies of the Minutes, the 
General Assembly increased the price 
from $1.00 to $1.50 to those in our church. 
All others will be charged $2.50 per copy. 
Orders can be sent to the Presbyterian 
Book Stores, Richmond and Dallas, or to 
the undersigned. 

E. C. SCOTT, Stated Clerk. 
1120 Liberty Bank Bldg., 
Dallas 1, Texas. 


Memorials 


To the Editors: 

The Defense Service department pre- 
sented, and General Assembly in Atlanta 
approved, a recommendation to the effect 
that Sunday, July 4,-be set aside as a 
special day throughout the church as a 
time for replacing temporary*war service 
flags and plaques with some type of per- 
manent memorial tablet. I feel that is a 
splendid suggestion and will be heartily 
received throughout the church. Many 
service flags have become faded, dusty, 
and are no longer attractive. There is a 
desire for something more permanent... . 

CECIL H. LANG. 
Dallas, Texas. 
(See editorial, p. 8.) 


Assembly Report 


To the Editors: 

Heartiest congratulations on the splen- 
did story of your Assembly in your issue 
of June 14. 

I tried hard—and succeeded in part—in 
providing The Presbyterian Advance a 
complete, accurate and thoroughly read- 
able account of General Assemblies; but 
am sure you have accomplished more than 
I ever could. To be sure, you had a great 
advantage never available in my day— 
the opportunity to have addresses re- 
corded. I rejoice that this is now possi- 
ble. 

I cannot say how ardently I wish that 
all ministers and leaders in the USA 
church in this area could have had the 
opportunity to read this June 14 issue. 
The reports in newspapers merely empha- 
sized postponement. They wholly failed 
to give even a glimpse of the fine spirit 
that pervaded your Assembly. I hope I 
ean help in some measure to make that 
spirit known. 

JAS. E. CLARKE, 
Nashville, Tenn. 

@® EDITORS’ NOTE—Dr. Clarke was 
long the distinguished editor of The Pres- 
byterian Advance, predecessor to The 
Presbyterian Tribune. His extremely gen- 
erous comments are genuinely appre- 
ciated. 


Mitchell College 


A coeducational] institution distinctive 
in Christian ideals. Presbyterian. 
Founded 1856. Fully accredited aca- 
demic work first two years of college. 
Outstanding departments in music and 
business. Approved for veterans. Resi- 
dence for women and single men, Lib- 
eral scholarships. Moderate rates. 
Write for catalog P. Applications are 
being taken for our fall semester which 
begins September 7, 1948. 
John Montgomery, Pres., 








Statesville, N. 0. 





Moderators 


To the Editors: 

The report of the General Assembly in 
THE OUTLOOK is a triumph of expedi- 
tious reportorial and editorial skill. . . 

P. FRANK PRICE. 
Florence, 8S. C. 


To the Editors: 


you did a most excellent job of 
reporting on the Assembly. I congratu- 
late you particularly on the dispatch with 
which you got the news of the Assembly 
out to the public. ... 
Davidson, N. C. J. R. CUNNINGHAM. 


To the Editors: 

May I send you a word of appreciation 
and thanks for the fine coverage that 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK has 
given to the recent meeting of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, both before and during the 
actual sessions. You have rendered the 
church a real service and I want to extend 
this word of cordial and sincere thanks. 

Cc. DARBY FULTON. 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Tribute 


To the Editors: 

I want to congratulate you... on your 
paper. It is progressive, yet deeply spirit- 
ual. It breathes deep and vital convic- 
tions yet always fair with those who do 
not share your opinion. Your exposition 
of the Sunday school lesson is the finest 
of any that I read. 


W. HUCK. 
Union Mission, Atlanta, Ga. 


To the Editors: 
. . . The special Assembly issue was 
your best to date. ... 
J. H. CALIGAN. 
Miami, Fla. 


To the Editors: 
. THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
brings the most for the least... . 
CHARLES C. COWSERT. 
Newport, Tenn, 


Discussion of Union 


To the Editors: 

Congratulations on the June 21 issue 
of your paper. The editorials are excep- 
tionally fined. . . as is also Dr, Ogden’s 
article. Because of the fine way in which 
you have presented the case for union, 
I would like very much to have at least 
25 copies of that issue... . 

Let me congratulate you on the contri- 
bution you have made to the life of our 
church. It has meant a great deal to have 
sane and forthright leadership as you 
have given it and I am sure that the next 
five years will mean a great deal to- 
wards consolidation of our people in a 
program that will mean much to the en- 
tire church and _ to _ Presbyterianism 
throughout our nation. ... 

EMMETT B. McGUKIN. 
Knoxville, Tenn. 
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Church-State Ruling 
By Supreme Court Is 
Protested by 24 Men 


Leaders See Trend 
Toward Secularization 


New York (RNS).—A warning that 
recent Supreme Court decisions on sep- 
araticn of church and state “will greatly 
accelerate the trend toward the secu- 
larization of our culture,’ was issued 
here in a statement signed by twenty- 
four Protestant leaders. 

Asserting they favored separation of 
church and state ‘‘in the sense which we 
believe to have been intended in the 
First Amendment,” the Protestant lead- 
ers protested, however, “against the 
interpretation that has been formulated 
by the Supreme Court.”’ 

The statement urged cooperation by 
state and church in those matters ‘“in- 
volving no special privilege to any 
church and no threat to the religious 
liberty of any citizen.” 

It declared that the high court’s re- 
cent decisions make it important “for 
our great religious communions, with- 
out obscuring their differences of faith 
and policy, to explore the possibilities 
ot working together.’’ 

“Only as we realize such possibili- 
ties,’ the statement added, “shall we 
succeed in maintaining the religious 
foundations of our national life.” 

Among those who signed the state- 
ment were James C. Baker, president of 
the Council of Bishops of the Methodist 
Church; Angus Dun, Episcopal Bishop 
vf Washington, D. C.; Douglas Horton, 
secretary of the General Council, Con- 
gregational Christian Churches; Henry 
S. Leiper, executive secretary, American 
Committee for the World Council of 
Churches; Reinhold Niebuhr, Union 
Theological Seminary; William Scar- 
lett, Episcopal Bishop of Missouri; and 
Henry P. Van Dusen, president, Union 
Theological Seminary, N. Y.; Francis 
P. Miller, Charlottesville, Va.; H. Shel- 
ton Smith, Duke University. 


Mrs. Sibley to Be Advisor 
To AMG in Germany 

New York, (RNS).—Mrs. Harper Sib- 
ley, president of the United Council of 
Church Women, will leave for Germany 
on July 14 to serve for 90 days as an 
advisor to the United States Military 
Government. 

She will be one of a team of promi- 
nent educators and social workers who 





JULY 4—DAY OF PRAYER 


New York (RNS).—Churches af- 
filiated with the Federal Council of 
Churches have been urged to observe 
Independence Day, Sunday, July 4, 
as a special day of remembrance and 
prayer. 

In its méssage the council asked 
church people throughout the nation 
to offer prayer for the U. S. in its 
relations with other nations, and to 
pray that ‘“‘men in all nations may 
learn to live together in understand- 
ing and brotherhood.”’ 

The Council’s message followed an 
invitation extended by the American 
Heritage Foundation to churches of 
all faiths to observe July 4 as a day 
of rededication to the American heri- 
tage of freedom. The Foundation, 
sponsor of the Freedom Train, urged 
churches to ring their bells from 
9:55 to 10 A. M. on Independence 
Day to commemorate the ringing of 
the Liberty Bell in 1776. 

(See cover). 











will aid in the restoration of religious, 
cultural and social institutions. All 
members of the team have been ap- 
pointed by the War Department. 

Mrs. Sibley believes that women rep- 
resent the most vital and important seg- 
ment of the German population. She 
pointed out that there are 168 women 
to 107 men in present-day Germany. 

“When you consider that the great 
percentage of men are found in old and 
young age groups,” she said, “‘it is plain 
that women will play the decisive role 
in moulding the new Germany. 

While in Europe, Mrs. Sibley will at- 
tend the First Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches at Amsterdam, Hol- 
land, which will start August 22. She 
will be an official observer for the 
United Council of Church Women. 


Member of Assembly’s Committee 
On Union Dies in West Virginia 


Arthur S. Dayton, 61, Charleston, W. 
Va., lawyer and art patron, died unex- 
pectedly at his home in Charleston May 
21. Mr. Dayton was the representative 
of the Synod of West Virginia on the 
General Assembly’s Permanent Commit- 
tee on Cooperation and Union. He was 
an elder in the First church, Charleston. 

Mr. Dayton is the second lay member 
of the Assembly’s committee on coopera- 
tion and union to die during the year, 
the other being Charles G. Rose last 
February, representing the Synod of 
North Carolina, 


UP and RCA Churches 
Plan Definite Steps 


InfJ oint Enterprises 


Hymnals, Sunday School Literature, 
Assemblies to Have United Effort 


A church union which observers feel 
may well establish a record for speed 
seems to be that one toward which 
United Presbyterians and members of 
the Reformed Church in America are 
moving. So far the utmost approbation 
of the proposed merger has been in evi- 
dence. 

The recent General Assemblies of the 
two churches set up the plan for study 
during the coming year and look toward 
the 1949 meetings for more definite ac- 
tion. At New Wilmington, Pa., the UPs 
voted to continue the study and ar- 
ranged to meet jointly in some sessions 
with the RCA Assembly at Buck Hill 
Falls next year. 

Meanwhile, the two churches are join- 
ing in the publication of two new 
hymnals and are engaging in a joint 
project for the publication of Sunday 
school literature (Some of these are also 
with Presbyterians, US.—Eds.)! The 
E&R synod appointed a special commis- 
sion to study possible cooperation with 
the UP church in the establishment of 
a college in Los Angeles. 

United Presbyterians, in their Assem- 
bly, also voted to continue membership 
in the Federal Council of Churches, pay- 
ing at the rate of one cent per member 
except where congregations vote offi- 
cially not to do so. Also approved was 
UP membership in the Protestant Radio 
Commission, with the church assuming 
its full share of responsibility in this 
program. 

The UP Assembly heard that a ma- 
jority of its 51 presbyteries had rejected 
liberalization of the church’s marriage 
laws. A proposed rule would have per- 
mitted remarriage after wilful desertion 
or for causes which church or civil au- 
thorities could not control. 

Albert H. Baldinger, associate editor 
of The United Presbyterian, official 
organ of the denomination, was unani- 
mously elected moderator. Dr. Bald- 
inger is a recently-retired professor at 
Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary, 


A. R. P. Moderator 
At the meeting of the General Synod 
of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, Monticello, Ark., Professor J, 
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Alvin Orr of Erskine College, Due West, 
S. C., took up his duties as moderator. 
Elected at the Monticello meeting to be 
the moderator a year from now was Dr. 
M. R. Plaxco of Louisville, Ga., the only 
nominee, Next year’s meeting will be 
held at the denomination’s conference 
grounds at Bonclarken, N. C. 


Chinese Christians In 
Summer Conferences 


China News Letter 

As in the American churches, summer 
conferences now attract much attention 
in the Chinese church. In many areas, 
however, because of Communist occu- 
pation or unsettled conditions, such 
gatherings are not possible. But in East 
Central China, in the West and in the 
South, meetings of all kinds will be con- 
ducted on a larger scale than last year. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Increased costs and inconveniences of 
travel are but obstacles to be faced and 
overcome. National church groups (de- 
nominations we could call them) and in- 
ter-church conferences and.retreats will 
be held throughout the summer. There 
are no summer conference grounds like 
those at Montreat and Massanetta, but 
school campuses offer excellent facilities 
for such meetings. Here are a few dates 
taken at random: 


June 23-July 7, National Training In- 
stitute for Forward Movement; spon- 
sored by National Christian Council and 
Nanking Theological Seminary; in Nan- 
king. 

June 17-24, Audio-Visual Workshop 
at Nanking Bible Teachers’ Training 
School. ’ 

July 23-30, Christian Workers Re- 
treat. Kiangnan and Chekiang Synods. 
At Church Workers Training Center, 
Soochow. , 

July 65-11, East China Methodist 
Young People’s Conference. 





The Spirit of Nationalism 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





N PALESTINE a tiny nation is being 

born in great travail. 

In South Africa the liberal states- 
manship of Marshal Smuts has been re- 
pudiated and racial nationalists are 
coming to the fore who will sow discord 
not only between white and black man 
but between the English speaking and 
the Dutch speaking portion of the pop- 
ulation. 

In Scotland the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland has passed reso- 
lutions which give qualified endorse- 
ment to the rising Scottish nationalist 
movement. That movement was re- 
garded as more or less of a joke only 
a decade ago. It is a joke no longer. 
The high degree of integration of the 
national economy under a labor govern- 
ment has made the Scottish people con- 
scious of every unique aspect of their 
national] tradition, which tends to be ob- 
scured or outraged by overall measures 
of a London government. 

These various contemporary manifes- 
tations of the spirit of nationalism and 
particularism are mentioned in one 
breath without the suggestion that they 
are all on the same moral level. Per- 
haps the most ominous of them is the 
development in South Africa. It is anal- 
ogous to the rising racial fanaticism in 
our own country, expressed in opposi- 
tion to a program of equal civil rights 
for all races. 

The spirit of nationalism is not al- 
ways destructive nor yet always crea- 
tive; nor is there an absolutely clear 
line between what is desfructive and 
what is creative, 

The developments mentioned above 
are considered together as a reminder 
that history does not move simply from 
particular and limited communities to 
universal community, as some of our 


wise men assumed. There is always a 
strong movement in the opposite direc- 
tion. Insofar as human beings are free 
spirits they cannot accept a partial and 
particular community as their final 
loyalty. 

They hear the words, “‘if ye love them 
that love ye what thanks have ye?” 
They dream of the establishment of a 
parliament of man and a federation of 
the world. Today they are in a situa- 
tion in which they will have to do more 
than dream of such a culmination of 
historical development. They will have 
to make it real or perish. 

But insofar as human beings are 
finite creatures they are bound together 
by a consciousness of kind. Kinship 
was the first cement of community in 
primitive society. All the ages of pro- 
gress have not changed the power of 
kinship in community building. 

We need larger communities than 
those of our own kind; but these larger 
communities can never completely sup- 
plant the more intimate communities 
based upon common language and ex- 
perience and upon particular and unique 
inheritances of various kinds. 

The spirit of loyalty to race and na- 
tion can become very fierce and destruc- 
tive. In a sense it must be suppressed. 
But one way of preventing it from be- 
coming fierce is to do justice to what 
is right and inevitable in these partial 
loyalties, 

It was, I think, Gilbert Chesterton 
who put the matter succinctly in he 
words: 


“God gave all men all earth to love; 
But since our hearts are small, 
Ordained one spot should prove 
Beloved over all.” 


(Copyright 1948 by RNS.) 
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July 6-12, East China Young People’s 
Conference of the Church of Christ in 
China, Nanking. 


General Assembly of United Church 
Is Scheduled to Meet in October 

Next October the General Assembly 
of the Church of Christ in China will 
meet in Soochow at the Church Workers 
Training Center. This will be the first 
fully delegated meeting since 1937. 
Some 150 men and women, Chinese and 
missionary, will meet for ten days of 
prayer, study, commission work and 
planning. The greater part of the 
synods and presbyteries in the Southern 
Presbyterian constituency are members 
of this Church of Christ in China, itself 
a combination of the constituencies of 
13 supporting mission bodies. 


Presbyterian Force Is Strengthened 
By Arrival of Other Missionaries 

Recent arrivals in Shanghai have 
strengthened the China force of Presby- 
terian missionaries. Dr. and Mrs, J. L. 
Wilkerson, after several months of lan- 
guage study in Peiping, will go to Kash- 
ing. Dr. Lalla Iverson will go to Cheloo 
Medical College now in Tsinan. Mission- 
aries returning to the field are: Dr. 
Gladys Smithwick, also assigned to 
Cheloo, the E. S. Curries, are assigned 
to Haichow, and the Frank W. Prices 
will live in Shanghai where they will be 
engaged in special work for the Church 
of Christ in China. These reinforce- 
ments, indicating that the home church 
is not dismayed in the face of China’s 
difficulties, encourage both the mission- 
aries and the Chinese Christians. 


Ask $150,000 Credit for 
Needed Building Program 

With the completion of a thorough 
survey of our mission property, house 
by house, the Foreign Mission Commit- 
tee in Nashville is being asked to credit 
$150,000 of the Program of Progress 
fund to China for immediate use, Since 
1946 repairs have been made on resi- 
dences and emergency repairs on most 
other buildings. The large program of 
re-building has been delayed until a 
thorough study of the total work by the 
property committee consisting of G. A. 
Hudson and W. C. McLauchlin. 


Miscellany 

Mrs. S. C. Farrior, of the Southern 
Presbyterian Mission, was instrumental 
in the recent organization of the 
Shanghai Council of Church Women 
when similar organizations were being 
created in Canton and Peiping. Mrs. 
Farrior is Woman’s Auxiliary President 
in the Community Church. ...A new 
member of the Council of Christian Pub- 
lishers is the Heavenly Wind Society 
which is devoted to “spreading the 
gospel and in strengthening the Church 
in China through Christian literature.” 
The society will sponsor two publica- 
tions: Tien Feng (Heavenly Wind) 
Weekly, and Christian Omnibook, a 
quarterly. JOHN P. MINTER. 

Soochow. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


@ With all the pressures on a minister, a United Presbyterian leader says, 


‘‘God help . . . us if, by the time we are 25, we are forbidden to think any further.’’ 


Can a Preacher Be Courageous After 45? 


It is high time that as a denomina- 
tion we speak out on every controver- 
sial issue confronting us. Remember 
that Protestantism, once a determining 
factor in solving every issue of major 
importance in American life, has de- 
generated into a feeble and futile ges- 
ture because we preachers have lost our 
corporate courage. Why has that brave 
graduate just out of seminary become 
so acquiescent on social issues by the 
time he is 45? Because of the four 
pressures to which every Protestant 
minister is subject here in America. 


1. The Pressure Of Theories 


Far too many people think that all 
religion is comprehended in the substi- 
tutionary atonement and the imminent, 
' visible, premillennial return of our 
Lord. Or else Protestantism is a con- 
vention of red-hot organizers, sitting 
around a table covered by typewriters, 
addressographs, adding machines, card 
indices, pile after pile of statistics about 
how many unchurched people there are 
in the neighborhood but with never a 
thought about a soul-changing message 
after we get them there. Only devious 
schemes to get them signed on the 
dotted line of church membership con- 
cern them. Or again, Protestantism 
may be merely a tiresome academic dis- 
cussion of psychology and psychiatry, 
the effect of heredity and environment, 
or else an economic treatise about how 
two world wars within our one genera- 
tion have left all of us bankrupt. Again, 
the message may be the new theology of 
Karl Barth, a theology of crisis, or neo- 
Platonism, or Humanism. Last but not 
least, out here on the West Coast, blar- 
ing from our radio pulpits are some who 
maintain that salvation is only for those 
who have enjoyed sin for a protracted 
season, protracted usually until their 
circulatory, digestive and other biologi- 
cal functions are so impaired that they 
can no longer tune in to Station SIN. 


Our first pressure is thinking through 
to a hobby horse and then riding it for 
all it is worth. This does not take 
much courage or clarity of intellect, 
only the opportunism of a Henry Ward 
Beecher, the dogmatism of almost any 
Gospel radio preacher, a flair for dra- 
matics like a Henry Hitt Crane and a 
glad hand such as we hope our ushers 
display on Sabbath, but seldom see 
them manifest. If we combine all these 
features in our own personality, then 


*Mr. Hunter, pastor of the United 
Presbyterian Church of Pasadena, Calif., 
addressed this article to the commis- 
sioners to the recent General Assembly 
of his church. It appeared in the de- 
nominational weekly, The United Pres- 
byterian. 


By JOHN A. HUNTER* 
@ 


we too can successfully ride our hobby. 
Otherwise, we had better observe the 
church calendar suggested by our Board 
of Christian Education. 


2. The Theological Pressure 


Our second pressure is the theologi- 
cal pressure. This is the pressure of 
orthodoxy and heterodoxy. In either 
case we must be properly labeled, and, 
like all the animals that Adam named, 
by whatever name we are called as we 
emerge from the outmoded halls of our 
seminaries into this wide old world, by 
that name we are known forever. Now 
both orthodoxy and heterodoxy have 
their values and ministerial rewards. 
On the whole it is better to be labeled 
a Liberal in New England or the Mid- 
west than in the “‘Bible Belt of the deep 
South,” or out here on the West Coast. 
Among Presbyterians here in California, 
this labeling is due largely to three 
things: the fundamentalism of the Los 
Angeles Bible institute, the orthodoxy 
of Christian Endeavor, and, above all, 
to the fact that so many people have 
retired to sunny California and have 
so much leisure to make their clothes 
out of the holes in other people’s gar- 
ments. By the time we have entered 
our first pastorate, we ministers are 
suppcsed to have reached a final and 
absolute conviction as to the nature of 
God, the infinite outreach of the mercy 
of Jesus Christ, and the riddle of the 
universe. God help modern art, indus- 
try, business or our national and inter- 
national relationships if, by the time 
we are 25, we are forbidden under pain 
of excommunication to think any fur- 
ther or to change our evaluations of 
life! The King of Sweden is credited 
with saying, “If a man is not a So- 
cialist at 20, he has no heart; if he is 
not a Conservative at 30, he has no 
head.’’” When it comes to this theologi- 
cal pressure, I guess that describes well 
the pattern of the lives of most of us, 
both in the pulpit and in the pew. 
Theologically, we conform, like every 
other animal, to our environment or 
else perish in life’s grim struggle for 
existence. 


8. The Ecclesiastical Pressure 


Let us now consider the third pres- 
sure that has squeezed courage out of 
so many of us preachers, the ecclesias- 
tical pressure. There are certain things 
that are never done in ecclesiastical cir- 
cles. It is dreadfully improper ever 
to call a spade a spade. We must use 
the language of Zion. All must be done 
decently and in order. All matters 
must be carefully considered. To this 


end the subject should be laid on the 
table, or better still, should be submit- 
ted to a committee. Who ever started 
this idea of committees anyway? Jesus 
never appointed a committee. When he 
had something to say, he said it. When 
there was a man to be healed, he healed 
him. When there was a cross to be 
borne, he bore it. There never would 
have been a Calvary or a Reformation 
if the ancient church fathers had ap- 
pointed a committee. This is what we 
mean by ecclesiastical pressure, and 
who has not experienced it in all the 
courts of our church? This is also the 
crying shame of our local, state, na- 
tional and international governments. 
Perhaps our faltering United Nations is 
the most tragic example of such pres- 
sure. Possibly such checks and bal- 
ances are necessary to curb some erratic 
individuals, so we shall not spend any 
more time discussing it. 


4. The Economic Pressure 


Now we come to our last pressure, in 
many respects the most important of all, 
the economic pressure. At 45 or 50, 
most ministers have boys and girls in 
high school or college. How can such a 
preacher be courageous after 45? It is 
also true that ministerial salaries are 
rather meager in these days of 60-cent 
dollars, a condition which arises from 
two causes. One is that the material 
welfare of our congregations is gov- 
erned by successful businessmen who 
are inclined to bargain. It is a rare 
minister who is in a position to bargain 
after the luster of his newness wears 
off. The altruism which leads a man into 
the ministry gives these same success- 
ful trustees an opportunity to capital- 
ize on his altruism. Of course, the real 
basis for this economic pressure upon us 
preachers is that we have far too many 
small churches. We talk a great deal 
about the crying need of ministers in 
our beloved denomination. Look over 
your General Assembly Minutes and dis- 
cover how many of these vacant 
churches can adequately support a min- 
ister and his family on 60-cent dollars. 
We do not need more Dutch Reformed 
churches or Scot-Irish United Presbyte- 
rian churches; we need more Christians 
who are willing to play fair with the 
most underpaid profession in America. 


Three Recommendations To The 
General Assembly 


Here is the point at which we should 
start our program of social welfare and 
action at our 90th General Assembly. 

. To this end, your chairman of So- 
cial Welfare and Action in Los Angeles 
Presbytery would make three recom- 
mendations for prayerful consideration 
by the commissioners to our General As- 
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sembly: 

(1) Fewer and Better Churches. Why 
could not one strong Protestant church 
serve most of our smaller communities? 
Eleven o’clock is not the only hour in 
which people can go to church. There 
could be services of different types: 
highly liturgical services for those who 
choose to approach God through the 
dignity of worship, simple gospel serv- 
ices for those whose hearts are strangely 
warmed under the spell of evangelistic 
preaching and spirited music. 

(2) Fewer and Better Ministers. The 
money we waste in duplication of over- 
head would more than adequately meet 
the economic necessities of a_ well- 
rounded ministry in many of our over- 
churched communities. Then our semi- 
nary would not be begging for students 
but could afford to be more selective in 
screening out mediocre candidates. 

(3) Fewer and better churches and 
ministers would result in more and bet- 
ter church members. There is room for 
improvement among laymen as well as 
among ministers. The trouble with the 
average ciiurch member is much like 
the trouble with the preacher. Tic may 
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be superficial about his religion, his 
theology something not thought about 
since he left the primary department 
of his Sabbath school and his whole 
church program colored by the sharp 
practices he encounters in his highly 
competitive business world, causing him 
to insist that his minister be a young 
“‘go-getter,” possessing no opinion at 
variance with those of most of his pay- 
ing constituency; or, as frequently is 
the case in conservative denominations 
like our own, his conception of the 
Kingdom of God may be no broader 
than his sentimental picture of that. 
“Little Brown Church in the Vale,” 
causing him to insist that real religion 
still consists of all those negative vir- 
tues so prevalent in rural life during 
his boyhood days. What I am really try- 
ing to say is this: What we really need 
in our United Presbyterian Church is 
more members believing like the Fun- 
damentalists but being as gracious 
about it all as the Liberals. 


Christian Homes the Determining 
Factor 
Now one further word about these 





The Individual and the Modern 
World 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





YOUNG ACTOR, Garry Davis, who 
A was a bomber-pilot during the 

war, has taken the unusual step 
of renouncing his American citizenship 
to become a “citizen of the world.” He 
seeks the status of a stateless person 
and hopes to go to Germany to help re- 
build some of the devastated areas. 

“After all, I’m responsible for some 
of the damage there,” he said. 

The young man’s father reacted as 
most fathers and most people of “com- 
mon-sense” would. He cabled his son: 
“You are no doubt attempting to drama- 
tize the world situation but I believe 
you will defeat your purposes and 
nullify whatever usefulness you may 
have for the attainment of your objec- 
tives.’’ 

The father is probably right. It is 
not likely that the son’s Quixotic ven- 
ture will change current trends in world 
history. Common sense is bound to con- 
demn, or be indifferent to, such highly 
romantic efforts. 

Yet one is bound to respond with a 
deep sense of sympathy and gratitude 
to this young man. He casts a vivid 
light upon the tragedy of our age. More 
particularly he illumines the plight of 
the individual of sensitive conscience, 
caught in the vast mechanisms of con- 
flict and destruction in our day. 

Many a young man quieted his un- 
easy conscience during the last war by 
the hope that the destruction, of which 
he was the agent, would somehow be 


the prelude of a better day. It cannot 
be a matter of moral unconcern to drop 
bombs upon the great cities of Europe. 
The experience must have left its mark 
upon the soul of many a young airman. 
The peaceful future which was to sanc- 
tify his action failed to materialize. 

Mr, Davis’ father is right of course 
in his belief that this kind of individual 
action will not bring peace to our world. 
Nations as nations and peoples as peo- 
ples will have to solve the destiny of our 
precarious common life. But individual 
action and opinion seem so impotent in 
the counsels of the nations, that one can 
quite understand the desire of a young 
veteran, with a burdened conscience, to 
strike out on his own. 

Nor is there reason to suppose that 
such individual acts are futile. They 
help to raise the level of spiritual and 
moral awareness in a whole civilization. 
Quite possibly young Mr. Davis’ venture 
may mitigate the hatreds and fears 
which corrupt the life of so many of our 
generation. 

Individuals are enmeshed in vast com- 
mon patterns of life. But we must not 
emphasize our common responsibilities 
and destinies too much. We remain in- 
dividuals, finally responsible only to 
God, Only the divine mercy can even- 
tually overcome the common guilt in 
which we are involved; and only the 
divine love can fully appreciate the 
individual stirrings of conscience.— 
(Copyright 1948 by RNS.) 
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inefficient little churches that contri- 
bute most of our preachers and mission- 
aries to full-time Christian service. 
Why, bless your soul, we become min- 
isters and missionaries in spite of that 
little, run-down church, all too often 
an archaic anachronism of the 19th 
century in architecture and program. 
The determining factors in choosing 
full-time Christian service are Christian 
homes with consecrated parents pray- 
ing seriously at the family altar, our 
denominational colleges where we meet 
other young people with Christian 
ideals, or some saintly servant, perhaps 
some Sabbath school teacher or beloved 
pastor, placing his hands on our shoul- 
ders and encouraging us to make that 
complete self-surrender, which is the 
only basis for full-time Christian serv- 
ice. 


Nor do I have any illusions that these 
little competing churches in our many 
overchurched communities are going to 
unite overnight. That will not happen 
until a whole generation passes on and 
then by that time another generation 
will have emerged to places of leader- 
ship just as conservative, just as insis- 
tent in maintaining the status quo of 
United Presbyterianism, and just as 
sentimental about that old family pew, 


no matter how competitive, inefficient . 


and overlapping it may be. But how 
refreshing it is to find some commis- 
sioners to General Assembly among 
both the laity and clergy who will think 
seriously for a few days at least about 
this most imperative problem confront- 
ing our denomination, fewer and better 
churches and ministers resulting in 
more and better church members! 


@ EDITORS’ NOTE—Now, you will 
doubtless be interested in reading the 
Bible study on page 13, which takes up 
a related emphasis. 


Vatican Frowns on Princess 
Anne’s Marriage Rites 

Rome. (RNS)—Vatican officials have 
strongly disapproved the wedding of 
Princess Anne of Bourbon-Parma, a 
Catholic, to ex-King Michael of Romania 


according to the rites of the Greek 
Orthodox Church. 


They stressed that in agreeing to be 
married by a non-Catholic clergyman 
and to have children of their marriage 
educated in a non-Catholic religion, the 
princess ‘‘must take the consequences.” 


The officials pointed out that, accord- 
ing to Roman Catholic canon law, the 
princess, by her decision, has excom- 
municated herself from the Catholic 
Church. 


They recalled that in 1930, Pope Pius 
XI accorded Catholic Princess Jovanna 
of Savoia and King Boris of Bulgaria a 
Catholic wedding on condition that their 
children would be brought up as Catho- 
lics, but the children were reared as 
Orthodox. 
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In Passing | 


TANGS TONGULED—In a rush to 
get statements made within time limits 
during the Assembly, occasional slips of 
speech occurred which pointed up the 
comments of commissioners in peculiar 
fashion. One speaker, expressing the 
conviction that institutions on church 
property should be under the control of 
the church, rushed with emphasis to his 
final sentence: “This institution should 
belong to the Presbyterian Church, and, 
under God, within the next three 
months, it will belong to God.” 





* * + 


ECONOMICAL—A nother _ twisted 
tongue in the Federal Council debate re- 
sulted in this statement: ‘‘There is no 
warrant in the Scripture of God for a 
great big economical—I mean ecumen- 
ical—church. .. .” 


* * * 


EDUCATIONAL—Counting heads in 
the meeting room of the standing com- 
mittee on Inter-Church Relations, mem- 
bers found one too many; focused their 
attention on a young man in a corner of 
the room who readily admitted that he 
was no member; this recent seminary 
student said he had sat in on the com- 
mittee’s meetings last year in the same 
way and found the sessions very inter- 
esting and educational. Was somewhat 
crestfallen to learn that only those who 
had been called to be commissioners (he 
was no commissioner) and appointed by 
the sections could be chosen to remain 
in these meetings. 

* « ” 

NOW 142—Or is it?—<Speakers or 
writers are somewhat hesitant in stating 
just how many churches are now af- 
filiated with the World Council of 
Churches for fear that they have not 
heard about the latest additions. Dur- 
ing the General Assembly the number 
was referred to as 134; now, however, 
it totals 142. 

* * * 

MOVEMENT—Union of all American 
Lutheran churches is being sought as a 
result of a unanimous vote of the 
Augustana Evangelical Lutheran 
at its recent annual convention ... UPs 
and the Reformed Church in America 
make progress toward union (cf. p. 3). 
P Evangelical Lutherans recently 
voted to seek possible union of five 
Lutheran bodies. 


* * * 


COMING—Information has it that 
two coming feature issues of THE OUT- 
LOOK will concentrate, in turn, on (1) 
the Religious Education Re-Study; (2) 
the Amsterdam meeting of the World 
Council of Churches. Then, there’s 
the separate, popular Going-to-College 
Handbook just around the corner. 





We Presbyterians 


By ARTHUR V. BOAND 











26. HIRAM CHAMBERLAIN 

In these days when the distinctions 
between home and foreign missions are 
fading away in the light of the great 
task of world evangelization, Texas 
Presbyterians like to remember that 
about 100 years ago—in 1850 to be 
exact—shortly after the chartering of 
Austin College, Hiram Chamberlain 
went to Brownsville as a missionary to 
the Mexican people. Born in Monkton, 
Vt., in 1797, a graduate of Middlebury 
College and of Andover Theological 
Seminary, Hiram Chamberlain had been 
ordained as an evangelist by New York 
Presbytery in 1825. With the true spirit 
of a pioneer, he headed for the Mis- 
sissippi River to do missionary work in 
St. Louis and points west. Between 
1825 and 1842 he served churches in St. 
Louis, Boonsville, Franklin, Fayette and 
St. Charles, preferring a stated supply 
relationship rather than that of a settled 
pastorate. For two years, 1842-1844, 
he was the editor of “The Herald of 
Religious Liberty,’ published in the 
‘“‘Mound City,’’ and from 1846-1850 he 
served the Somerville and Bethany 
churches in the Synod of Tennessee. His 
fongest stated supplyship and his last, 
from 1850-1866, was at the southern- 
most tip of Texas where he died on No- 
vember 1, 1866. 

Multitudes who know of Texas know 
the story of the million-acre King ranch, 
but many may not know that the wife 
of Captain King, the rugged old sea- 
captain who founded the ranch, was a 
daughter of Hiram Chamberlain, pioneer 
Presbyterian pastor to Texas. The story 
of their courtship is one of the most 
romantic and beautiful stories in early 
Texas history, and Henrietta Chamber- 
lain King, always interested in the Pres- 
byterian Church and the on-going of the 
Kingdom of Christ, and her daughter, 
Henrietta Gertrudis King Kleberg, were 
ever liberal supporters of Tex-Mex at 
Kingsville, and Presbyterianism in the 
great Southwest. 
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MEMORIALS 


MRS. EDWIN HARVEY STOVER 

The recent death of Mrs. Edwin Harvey 
Stover saddened thousands of people who 
knew, admired, respected, and loved her 
beautiful soul. Seldom is there a heart 
born with the joy of living that was hers; 
with the understanding she had of other 
people’s troubles; with her resourceful- 
ness to conquer difficulties; with her per- 
ception of truth and honor, of kindness 
and forgiveness. 

With the nobility of her behavior, she 
knew when to be serious and solemn and 
sympathetic. She knew also when to laugh 
and how to laugh. And that’s why young 
people sought her companionship, that’s 
why the old ones came to her with their 
worries, and the weak ones with their 
problems. That’s why the fortunate ones 
shared with her the joy of their successes; 
and the sad ones brought to her the bur- 
den of their failures. 

Helen Stover, as she was affectionately 
known to those near her, had an immense 
capacity for loving and for understanding. 
Ts it any wonder that her friends cannot 
be counted? White and colored, rich and 
poor, those who are prominent and those 
who stay in the seclusion of their simple 
lives, her five children, too—all fine and 
sturdy and enduring as the venerable 
broad maples of their home in Rapidan— 
old and young members of the Waddell 
Presbyterian Church, where for forty 
years she played the organ and sang, all 
are humbled and grateful because they 
came, one time or another, within the 
presence of a heart that stayed true to 
God, to man, to life. 





Ss. L. 
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Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 




































A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 

R. B. PURDUM, President 
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EDITORIAL 


An Amazing Invitation 


We think we have never seen or 
heard of action like that which was 
taken officially by the General Synod of 
the Bible Presbyterian Church in its re- 
cent meeting in Nashville. This denom- 
ination, it is to be remembered, is com- 
posed of ultra-fundamentalists who 
withdrew from the Presbyterian Church, 
USA. A year later the original sece- 
ders found they could not agree among 
themselves. Ultimately two miniscule 
denominations were formed—the Bible 
Presbyterian Church and the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church. In its recent an- 
nual meeting in Nashville, the Bible 
Presbyterians adopted this resolution: 





“WHEREAS, conservative brethren 
in the Southern Presbyterian Church 
have fought valiantly to expose the un- 
belief and near-communistic principles 
and activities of the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America, and 


“WHEREAS, a majority of the pres- 
byteries of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States have again voted to 
continue membership in the Federal 
Council, and 

“WHEREAS, the Bible Presbyterian 
Church continues the testimony of his- 
toric Presbyterianism as it was before 
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the division into Southern and Northern 
Churches, and 

“WHEREAS, the Bible Presbyterian 
Church stands for the purity of the 
church, and the Headship of Christ 
alone, and 

“WHEREAS, the Scriptures forbid 
fellowship with and alliance to unbelief, 

“THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, 
that we urge our Bible-believing breth- 
ren in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church to honor Christ and the Word 
by taking the step of separation, and 

“That we hereby extend to these 
brethren a cordial invitation to come 
into the fellowship of the Bible Pres- 
byterian Church, if the Lord should so 
lead.” 


Regardless of the news report that 
“Several Southern Presbyterian minis- 
ters attended various sessions of the 
synod,” this resolution seems to us to 
be as tragic an example as we have ever 
seen of the limits to which men will go 
in compassing land and sea to make a 
proselyte. 

We are wondering if our readers are 
aware that they are being subjected to 
high-pressure efforts like these and 
others which we could specify which 
are being made week by week in seeking 
to divide our church. Did you know 
that these outside forces are seeking to 
build up their own denominations, their 
own councils, their own colleges and 
seminaries at the expense of our denom- 
ination, our cooperating agencies, our 
colleges and seminaries? Did you know 
that many of the wild charges which 
you hear or read can be explained by 
this proselyting effort? 

One thing more. Were those South- 
ern Presbyterian ministers who at- 
tended this Nashville meeting a party 
to this effort to divide our church in 
this undermining fashion? If they were, 
then it would seem that their respective 
presbyteries would have some serious 
questions to put to them in connection 
with their solemn ordination vows. Any 
man who becomes a party to such a 
movement thereby forfeits any right to 
continue in the church to which he has 
proven himself unfaithful. The sooner 
one or more presbyteries make this 
clear, the sooner this sort of scheming 
to take out of our church by unconsti- 
tutional means various kinds of prop- 
erty—schools, churches, or other insti- 
tutions—not to speak of ministers and 
members (we know what we are talk- 
ing about here) the sooner it will be 
stopped. ‘ 


A Plaque for Service? 

We would never seek in any way 
to take away, from the honors due any 
man for a heroic and self-sacrificing of- 
fering of life for a great cause, but 
some questions are raised in our minds 
by the recommendation of our Defense 
Service department whieh the _ recent 
Assembly approved, suggesting the re- 
placement of temporary service flags 
used in our churches during the war 
with permanent plaques. A letter in 
this issue emphasizes this step. 

The questions in our mind are thése: 
Do we have plaques in our churches to 
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honor only those who have offered 
themselves in the defense of our na- 
tion? Do we have any plaques paying 
tribute to some who have given their 
lives for heroic service in the Chris- 
tian task in home or foreign mission 
fields? Is there any way in which we 
can emphasize the fact that, while we 
have all honor for those who, at great 
personal risk and sacrifice, have an- 
swered the call of their country either 
voluntarily or per force, we have like 
honor for those who, without the sup- 
port of public opinion and the accom- 
paniment of a mass example, have lit- 
erally offered up their lives as a burnt 
offering for Christ in a difficult or in- 
conspicuous service? 

Have you any plaques for those young 
men or women who have turned their 
backs on what the world counts suc- 
cess in order that they may live out 
their lives as missionaries in some far- 
away spot? If not, this may be a not- 
too-subtle indication as to where you 
really think life’s greatest values are 
to be found. 

Does your church have a plaque hon- 


oring that business man who was forced 


to the wall because he would not do 
what he easily could have done, which 
some others were doing, in compromis- 
ing his standards of honor and justice 
in order to keep going? If you don’t, is 
that an indication that while the 
Christly example of a Calvary is 
preached, the church really does not put 
its premium on the life that takes up a 
cross and courageously follows Christ? 

What we are saying is simply this: 
We are not honoring enough people in 
our churches, particularly those whose 
heroic examples of sacrificial living 
were not accompanied by the strains of 
martial music, the concerted action of 
a nation, or even a widespread approval 
and encouragement. Is there not some 
way in which we can show our appre- 
ciation for these heroic, but all too few, 
followers of the Son of Man? 


Dr. Alston and Agnes Scott 


The prospect of the succession of 
Wallace M. Alston to the presidency of 
Agnes Scott College upon the retire- 
ment of J. R. McCain is heartening to 
all friends of the college and to the 
cause of Christian education in general 
(OUTLOOK, June 7). 

Under Dr. McCain’s inspiring leader- 
ship of the past 25 years, Agnes Scott 
has advanced to the forefront of Ameri- 
can colleges. Its intellectual, spiritual 
and material resources are among the 
best. Even now, the challenge of $500,- 
000 as a conditional gift is calling for 
a campaign of $1,000,000 to begin next 
fall to add further to the present assets 
of $5,250.000—which, of course, is 
small potatoes compared with the re- 
sources of many of the nation’s colleges, 
but is large compared with most South- 
ern Presbyterian institutions. 

The pastor of Druid Hills church in 
Atlanta is admirably equipped for his 
new undertaking which, according to 
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the announced schedule, will begin not 
later than 1951. Effective this fall, Dr. 
Alston will serve as vice-president and 
professor of philosophy. 

Agnes Scott is to be congratulated 
upon securing so fine a leader to step 
into the shoes of Dr. McCain; Dr. Alston 
is to be congratulated upon the magnifi- 
cent opportunity which is his. 


Sincerity Is Not Enough 


One speaker not long ago, in refer- 
ing to men on opposite sides of a ques- 
tion, said, ‘‘These are sincere men.” No 
one can doubt it, but sincerity is not 
enough. If you think it is, apply it to 
the medical profession—engage a doctor 
who is sincere but who has not kept up 
with medical progress in the past 30 
years; or employ a teacher for your pub- 
lic schools who is unquestionably sin- 
cere, indeed a devout person, but who 
was trained for her work 20 years ago 
and has not kept up since that time. No, 
sincerity is not enough. 

It was not enough for an unques- 
tionably sincere Saul of Tarsus. A 
Damascus Road experience had to open 
his eyes to (1) his own error, (2) the 
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damaging influence he was exerting, 
(3) the tremendous horizon which was 
completely left out of his vision. 


In our day, if it ever was, sincerity 
is not enough, It is not enough in the 
church. We require something more in 
church members, we demand something 
more of their leaders. It is unthink- 
able that men or women should be in 
positions of high responsibility and in- 
fluence, sincere though they may be, 
while their’ eyes are covered over with 
the scales of provincialism. To be seek- 
ing to pattern our church’s life along 
lines which were of doubtful authen- 
ticity 50 years ago, is to betray the mis- 
sion of the church in a day of world- 
shaking consequences. 


May God give us sincere men and 
women; without that basic quality, we 
are nothing. But may he also give us 
the training of mind and heart and the 
vision of his will in today’s world which 
will lift us out of the small compass of 
our preconceptions or the limiting 
horizons of a local effort. Today’s en- 
gagement with the forces of evil is a 
total effort; it demands a total response 
—sincere, disciplined, and united. 





You Should Care What People Think of You 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“A superintendent . - must be a 
man of good standing with outsiders.” 
—I Tim. 2:8, American Translation. 


HARACTER is what God knows 
C about you. Reputation is only 

what other people think about 
you. Everybody knows that character 
is more important than reputation. A 
man’s character and reputation ought 
always to be the same, of course; but 
they seldom are. Sometimes a person 
is better than people think he is, some- 
times he is worse. Supposing one could 
have only a good character or a good 
reputation, but not both, which should 
one choose? Any sensible man knows 
that if he had to choose, he would take 
the good character by all means. If 
you choose reputation first, you are no 
more than a hypocrite. 


All the same, reputation is impor- 
tant. Just because it is simply a mat- 
ter of opinion, not fact, just because it 
is only in people’s minds and not in you, 
you may think you can afford to pay 
it no attention. This is a great mis- 
take. Nobody knew this better than 
St. Paul. When he was laying out the 
qualifications for officers in the church, 
does he say that if a man has the right 
kind of character you can disregard 
what people say about him? Not at 
all. Does he even say that he will make 
a good officer if he has a good reputa- 
tion among church people, and that 
what people outside the church think 
of him is neither here nor there? No, 


indeed. After lining up all the specifi- 
cations of a good candidate for office 
in the church, Paul names this: he must 
have a “good standing with outsiders.” 
Why this underscoring of reputation? 
Was Paul superficial? 


AUL WAS high-lighting some- 
thing which the most earnest and 
sincere Christians now and then 

forget: that a good reputation is im- 
portant. There are several reasons for 
this. For one thing, your reputation 
affects your usefulness. Once you get 
labeled as a fool for instance) your ad- 
vice will never be taken, no matter how 
good it is. If you get the reputation of 
being tricky, people will not trust you 
even when you are trustworthy. If 
you have the reputation of exaggerating 
your troubles, you can get little sym- 
pathy even when your troubles are 
really serious. No matter how good and 
honest and wise you may be, no mat- 
ter how useful a citizen you might be- 
come, no one will give you a chance to 
be useful unless you have some reputa- 
tion for honesty and goodness and so 
forth. 

Then reputation affects your in- 
fluence. You may really be a clean- 
minded person; but if you once get 
known as a person who likes shady 
stories, people will always be looking 
for double meanings in your most inno- 
cent remarks. And others who imitate 
you may go a long way deeper into dirt 
than you ever did; if it’s all right for 


you, they will think, why not for them? 
You may be a reverent Christian with 
a real faith; but if the word gets 
around that your faith is shaky, that 
you don’t mere than half believe in 
God, others wii! go down the dark path- 
way of doubi---where you did not ac- 
tually go, but where they think you 
went. 

In fact, reputation afiects character 
itself. You always tend to live up (or 
down) to your reputation. Let us say 
that people think better of you than 
you deserve. If there is any sincerity 
about you, or any ambition, you will 
want to live up to what people expect of 
you. Are you supposed to be of a 
sunny and hopeful disposition, whereas 
down in your heart you are full of 
worries? You will not want to let peo- 
ple down, you will try to be as cheerful 
as they expect you to be, and before 
long you will catch yourself actually 
being cheerful. Since the only sure way 
of appearing not to worry is not to 
worry, you will find yourself laying 
your worries aside. Or suppose the 
other way around, that your reputation 
is worse than you deserve. Suppose you 
have a reputation for being careless 
with the truth—people never are quite 
sure whether to believe you. Your ten- 
dency then is to let yourself down; why 
bother to tell the exact truth if no one 
believes you anyhow? Or suppose peo- 
ple think you are flippant, never serious 
about anything. You slip into a flippant 
habit merely to sustain your reputa- 
tion as a smart talker, and you end 
worse than when you began. Your 
reputation will affect your character, 
whether it is good or bad. 


T IS IMPORTANT, in short, to ap- 
pear to be as good as you are. Es- 
pecially if you are young, you sim- 

ply can’t afford to disregard what peo- 
ple think of you. For they will never 
think better of you, nor accept your 
leadership, nor listen to your advice, 
nor pay any more attention to you in 
general, than they think you deserve. 
And what they think you deserve de- 
pends on your reputation just as much 
as on your character. 

At the Last Judgment you may see 
two men standing together. They were 
equally good in this life, but one not 
only was good but did good, while the 
other had little to show for all his years. 
To the second soul it may be said: 
Where is the good you might have 
done? Why was your life so much 
weaker than your brother’s here? And 
the answer may run: The fault was not 
in me, for 1 had every good motive and 
every good capacity that my brother 
had. The fault was only in what others 
thought of me, if was not in me. Yet 
the judgment still must be: The fault 
was in you, after all. For you did not 
care what people thought of you, you 
made no effort to keep your reputation 
out of the dust. . . . So there is a tra- 
gedy that can reach even through the 
gates of heaven: the tragedy of a wrong 
reputation. 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Presbyterian Elder 
Is Lander President 


South Carolina News Letter 


A Georgia Presbyterian elder, B. M. 
Grier, is the new president of Lander 
College in Greenwood. Presented to the 
people of Greenwood this year by the 
Methodist Church, the college will now 
be controlled by the Lander Foundation 
of which C. Bruce Barksdale, a Green- 
wood Presbyterian elder, is chairman. 


Democratic Primary Rules 
Arouse Strong Criticism 


Following widespread protests of an 
oath required for voting in the Demo- 
cratic primary, the State Democratic ex- 
ecutive committee deleted a part in 
which the voter was required to “be- 
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lieve in and support the religious sep- 
aration of the races.’”’ The oath as modi- 
fied retains belief in and support of ‘‘the 
social and educational separation of the 
races,’’ opposition to the federal FEPC 
legislation, and belief in ‘‘the principles 
of states’ rights.” Many white citizens 
are expected to refuse to take this oath, 
thus depriving themselves of any suf- 
frage in this one-party state govern- 
ment, 


Vote Promised Negro in 
Coming S. C. Primary 


To conform to a Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals decision that voting in a primary 
election cannot be denied on racial 
grounds, the chairman of the state 
Democratic executive committee has 
promised that “every qualified Negro 
elector may vote in the Democratic pri- 
mary this year.”’ The qualifications to 
be required were not revealed. The de- 
cision of the Court of Appeals was 
carried to the Supreme Court, which re- 





equipment, beautiful campus. 


PEACE COLLEGE 


RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA 
First and second-year college courses; two years of high school. Trans- 
fer, General, Commercial, Home Economics, Music. 
control, academic efficiency, spiritual sincerity. Cultural advantages. Modern 
Glee Club, Sports. 
1949 session should be made now. For catalogue, write 


William C. Pressly, President, Peace College, Raleigh, North Carolina. 


Program develops self- 


Applications for 1948- 











QUEENS COLLEGE 


Charlotte 7, N. O. 
Queens College is a fully accredited 





college for women, offering A. B. and 
B. 8S. degrees, and is owned and con- 
trolled by the Synod of North Carolina 
and the Synod of South Carolina. 


HUNTER B. BLAKELY, President 





A Liberal Arts College for Women 
Offering A. B. and B. S. Degrees 








1849 - AUSTIN COLLEGE « 1948 


A Liberal Arts College, now completing its ninety- 
nineth year of Christian service. Early appli- 
cation is suggested for Fall enrollment. 
For information—address the Registrar. 


W. B. Guerrant, President 
SHERMAN, TEXAS 











Chamberlain-Hunt Academy 


1879-1948 
WE LOVE BOYS — WE BUILD MEN 
Owned and Operated by Synod of Mississippi 

A Christian atmosphere. Excellent military and academic programs. 
Individual attention and How to Study stressed. A most beautiful 
healthful location. New dormitory completed. We get wonderful results 
from our Work and Play Program. 

REGULAR SESSION OPENS September 6; Capacity is 150. 

WORK AND PLAY SUMMER SCHOOL—May 31. , 

Boys enjoy 10 weeks in the summer at CHA. Many learn how to 
study. Capacity is 60. For further information, call or write: 


J. 8. VANDIVER, President Port Gibson, Mississippi 
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fused to review the lower court’s find- 
ing. 


Credit for Bible Courses 
In Public Schools Asked 


Governor J. Strom Thurmond and the 
State House of Representatives have 
asked the State Board of Education to 
grant academic credit for Bible courses, 
now an elective in many high schools 
in this state. Courses in Bible would 
remain elective, if the request is 
granted. 


New Churches Organized 
In S. OC, and Pee Dee Presbyteries 


McCulloughs Church near Whitmire, 
for fourteen years a chapel of Aveleigh 
Church of Newberry, was organized in 
March by a commission of South Caro- 
lina Presbytery. Bethesda Church in 
Florence, the third outpost of First 
Church in Florence to be organized, was 
constituted in May by Pee Dee Presby- 
tery ... The renovation of the sanctuary 
of the First church, Anderson, was com- 
pleted recently at a cost of $19,000. 
James M. Appleby, former pastor, now 
at Union Seminary, returned for the 
dedication service, assisting the pastor, 
Samuel §S. Wiley. 

CONNOLLY GAMBLE. 

Whitmire, S. C. 





The Summer’s Conferences 











Kerrville, Texas 
June 21-30, Leadership School and Cara- 
van Training Period. 
Aug. 12-18, Auxiliary Training School. 


Massanetta Springs, Va. 

June 21-27, Pioneer Camp. 

June 28-July 4, Presbyterian Young Peo- 
ple. 

July 5-11, Auxiliary Training School. 

July 12-25, Baptist Training Union. 

July 26-Aug. 1, Baptist Assembly. 

Aug. 2-8, Lutheran Assembly. 

Aug. 9-22, Bible Conference. 

Aug, 23-27, Christian Endeavor Conven- 
tion. 

Aug. 27-29, Presbyterian Men’s Confer- 
ence. 


Montreat, N. C. 

June 23-29, Educational Conference. 

June 29-July 5, Young Adults. 

July 1-5, Directors of Religious Edu- 
cation. 

July 6-15, Leadership Training School. 

July 16-19, Men-at-Montreat. 

July 21-27, Auxiliary Training School. 

July 29-Avg. 5, Young People’s Leader- 
ship. 

Aug. 5-11, Foreign Missions. 

Aug. 12-18, Home Missions. 

Aug. 19-29. Institute of Theology and 
Bible Conference. 


(Other conferences, at least synod-wide 
in scope, will be listed here if or when 
the information is received.—Eds.) 


St. Catherine’s 


An Episcopal country school. Grad- 
uates in leading eastern colleges. Also 
general course. Music and Art. Fire- 
proof buildings. Riding and other out- 
door activities all year. Pool. 
Founded 1890. 

Mrs. Jeffrey R. Brackett, Headmistress 
Box E, Richmond, Va. 
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JULY 4: 


JULY 11: 


YOU ARE INVITED TO HEAR THE 1948 SERIES 
Sundays: 8:30 A. M. EST—7:30 A. M. CST 


The Presbyterian Hour 


presenting 


a Za 





” . . FOR YOUTH.” 

Harry M. Moffett, Pastor, University Presby- 
terian Church, Austin, Texas. 

Music by Austin College Choir, Sherman, 
Texas. 

“| , THE THE SIN OF THE WORLD.” 
John R. Richardson, Pastor, Second Presby- 
terian Church, Spartanburg, S. C. 

Music by Southwestern Singers, Memphis, 
Tenn. 





PRESBYTERIAN PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 


Church, Baton Rouge, La. 
Music by Southwestern Singers, Memphis, 
Tenn. 

AUG. 8: “.. . TO THE WORLD'S NEED.” 
C. Darby Fulton, Moderator, Presbyterian 
Church in the United States; Secretary, 
Foreign Mission Committee, Nashville, Tenn. 
Music by First Presbyterian Choir, Atlanta, 
Ga. 

AUG. 15: “... FOR OUR EDUCATIONAL WORK.” 


JULY 18: “ .. . TO OUR PRESENT PANIC.” James Ross McCain, President, Agnes Scott 
Vernon S. Broyles, Jr., Pastor, North Avenue College, Decatur, Ga. 
Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Ga. Music by Agnes Scott-Emory Mixed Chorus. 
Music by Presbyterian College Choir, Clin- AUG. 22: “ .. . AND YOUTH’S ACCEPTANCE.” 
ton, S. C. Wallace M. Alston, Pastor, Druid Hills Pres- 
JULY 25: “ .. . TO MAN’S SELFISHNESS.” byterian Church, Atlanta, Va. 
William M. Elliott, Pastor, Highland Park Music by Presbyterian Youth Chorus, Mon- 
Presbyterian Church, Dallas, Texas. treat, N. C. 
Music by Highland Park Presbyterian Choir. AUG. 29: . . . FOR THE HOME.” 
AUG. 1: “.. . THE THE QUEST FOR SECURITY.” A program produced by the Auxiliary Train- 
John W. Melton, Pastor, First Presbyterian ing School in Montreat, N. C. 
LIST OF STATIONS 
* ° LOUISIANA Ll KMUS 149 
ora al i ll ae oe KALB 58 Oklahoma City .......... KOMA 152 
a, i wscuaau: WDIG 145 Baton Rouge ........... WJBQ 113. SOUTH CAROLINA 
i ts Sao WGAD 135 Bogalusa .....-..+.++++++ wae Sip MIN cccnsasesesess WCSC 139 
Montgomery ............ WSFA 144 Lake Charles ............ i a ee WIS 56 
a I ea WKRG 71 New Orleans ........-.-- Greenville (10:00 EST). WFBC 133 
SOUIIEE 66:6.0:5. <5 sicccaee KWKH_ 113 Spartanburg WSPA 95 
ARKANSAS DO 5 nc Neca i eer eee Se RSE 
Siloam Springs KUOA 149 MARYLAND ™ SIS oie Zectinos siviveoeiece WFIG 133 
semen: ear Comin Baltimore (9:30 EDT).. WBAL 109 TENNESSEE 
Washington (8:30 EDT). WINX 134 MISSISSIPPI Bristol (Tenn.-Va.)...... WCYB_ 69 
"LORIDA a OC es WGRM 124 a eee e cece ee ceees WNOX 99 
tah aan ua sires WIOD 61 Hattiesburg ............. WFOR 140 ne (9:30 CST)... WREC 60 
ac atx WDBO _‘58_—s Jackson ...........s0000: WSLI 145 ashville (8:30 CST) .. WSM 65 
EE expe dd cnsnh canes [Li en. 2 eer WAML 134 TEXAS 
DIE o.a'ses ccnrena WCOA 137 MI, a So caiain raauus WTOK 124 PII sic, pioluic-c.o maces KGNC 144 
ee ee WTAL 134 Yazoo City (8:30 CST) WAZF 123 Beaumont ............... KRIC 145 
NIN ssa ncrsdnoonaieisis WFLA 97 WN So ce ss0 ad asaclocininls WFAA 82 
‘ ony ee ee neg KPRC 95 
GEORGIA aS ee WDAF 61 ee KCRS 123 
DE. ichindbaenk wenn WSB 75 St. pt re :30 CDT) .. KSD 55 .San Antonio ........... WOAI 120 
MER J ich oncawsewenes WTNT 132 VIRGINIA 
eT re ee WGBA 62 NORTH CAROLINA Bristol (V. 
Dawson (9:00 EST).... WDWD 99 Asheville ...........005 WWNC 57) arsto oe) tees WCYB_ 69 
oe ci adaednsmans WMAZ 94. Charlotte .............-. WSOC 124 ae 9, 9 BRED cess WSVS 65 
IIE So cimsc'g/gaccwteree WTOC 129 INE oc aitoe saan ene WGNC_ 145 Pulaski (8:30 EDT) ... wears . 79 
KANSAS Raleigh case e eee eeereeeee WPTF 68 Rich d ere ee eee V 123 
: Waynesville ........2.6+: WHCC 140 chmond ........-++..+. WRVA 114 
Garden City ON er KGHR Wilmi F 4:30 EST) WMFD 140 ae WDB] 96 
Hutchinson (8:00 CST). KWBW 145 hat go “ aa WSIS. 69 WEST VIRGINIA 
IIE Gre cacnagesasrsecs KANS 124 learn nial - Charleston asso. WKNA 95 
INTUCKY OKL ) untington (8:00 EST)... WPLH 14 
g erie Perec mace tana WHAS & Bartlesville .............. KWON 140 Ronceverte (10:30 EST) WRON i” 


Presbyterian Radio Committee, 36 Hunter St., S. W. Atlanta 3, Ga. 


John M. Alexander, Director 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Landern Childers from Woodland 
church, Nashville, Tenn., to minister of 
education, Westminster church, Nash- 
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ville, 

Hugh M. Jefferson from Frostproof, 
Fla., to 2100 Englewood Ave., Durham, 
N. C. (Blacknall Memorial church.) 

E. P. Nichols from Cedartown, Ga., to 
437 Mimosa Dr., Griffin, Ga. 

James A. McAlpine’s new address is 
6 Kokonoe-cho, 1 chome, Gifu, Japan. 

Wm. Cecil Neill, formerly at Univer- 








. 
Southwestern at Memphis 
Hear THE SOUTHWESTERN SINGERS 

On Radio PRESBYTERIAN HOUR 
July 11 and August 1 
Charles E. Diehl, President 











1837 1948 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Davidson, North Carolina 


A Church Related, Liberal Arts College 
That Is Non-Sectarian 
John R. Cunningham, President 











MARY BALDWIN 
COLLEGE 


STAUNTON, VIRGINIA 


WESTMINSTER COLLEGE 


William W. Hall, Jr., Ph. D., Pres. 
Fulton, Missouri 


A Presbyterian College for Men 


Nearly a century of proved ability to 
meet current needs and retain the 
values of a liberal education that is 
Christian. 


Thoroughness in instruction 
Friendliness on the campus 
Sound personal guidance 

Write for catalogue and information. 


Oldest Southern Presbyteriap Col- 
lege for Womep 


For information write: 
FRANK B. LEWIS 
President 














1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1948 


A Christian college where training for specialized competence 
is made secondary to broad understanding of the world’s needs and 


the spirit of service. 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President, Hampden-Sydney, Va. 








PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June or July. 
Standard Freshman and Sopohomore courses leading to A. A. or A. S. 
Degree. Preparatory: 10th, 11th, 12th grades. Veterans refresher. 
Two-year Business Administration. Apartments available for married 
students. 


Registration Fee $5.00 Box B-4, Maxton, N. C. 
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sity, Va., is now pastor at Lowell, N. C. 

Blake B. Breintenhirt, Greenbank, W. 
Va., has accepted a call to the Fayette- 
ville, W. Va., church. 

S. W. Moore from Ft. Pierce, Fla., 
to Wytheville, Va., for the summer. 

Z. T. Osborn from Memphis, Tenn., 
to the Cotton Plant and Des Arc, Ark., 
churches. 

J. D. Wilson, Memphis, has begun his 
new work as pastor of the James Lees 
Memorial church in Louisville, Ky. 

Frank H. Caldwell, president of 
Louisville Seminary who has been at 
Yale University during recent months, 
will be at Grand Isle, La., for the sum- 
mer. 

W. E. Snipes, formerly of Jefferson, 
Ga., is the chapel minister of the First 
church, Anderson, S. C., 108 Gilwood 
Dr., Homeland Park. 


MISSIONARY 

William T. Wing, Jr., assistant pastor 
of Independent church, Savannah, Ga., 
has been endorsed by Savannah Presby- 
tery as a candidate for foreign mission 
service. He is looking forward to an 
assignment in Mexico. 


CANDIDATE 

Kirk Nesbue, a member of Indepen- 
dent church, Savannah, has been re- 
ceived under the care of his presbytery 
and will enter Columbia Seminary this 
fall. He is to graduate from Ga. Tech 
this month. 


HONORARY DEGREES 


John K. Johnson, Maxwell Street 
church, Lexington, Ky., en route to Ox- 
ford, Miss., was made a Doctor of Di- 
vinity by Centre College at the recent 
commencement. Non-ministerial de- 
grees awarded included: Charles P. 
Taft, Cincinnati, Frederick A. Wallis, 
Paris, Ky., Doctors of Laws; Robt. B. 
Ball, New York, Doctor of Science; 
Auguston Alvin Page, Pikeville, Ky., 
Doctor of Letters. 


DEATH 


Malcom Black, 93, died at his home in 
Sterling City, Texas, May 30. Except 
for four years, Dr. Black’s entire minis- 
try was spent in Texas. From 1903 he 
was secretary and treasurer of Brown- 
wood Presbytery until he retired in 
1939. 


MARRIED 


Wm. Baird McIlwaine, Jr., pastor of 
the Second church, Petersburg, Va., and 
Jean Harrison Gills of Petersburg, were 
married on June 14, Dr. MclIlwaine’s 
brother-in-law, W. Taliaferro Thomp- 
son, performed the ceremony. 


NOT GOING 


Charles K. Douglas, Walterboro, S. C., 
who recently indicated his intention to 
accept the call to the West End church, 
Atlanta, will not go to this work because 
his presbytery, on motion of his congre- 
gation, declined to dissolve the pastoral 
relationship. 
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BIBLE STUDY 
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Micaiah, A Prophet of Israel 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JULY 4 


I. Kings 22:5-9, 18-18, 26-28 


(Bible quotations are from ‘‘The Ameri- 
can Translation.” ) 

We begin this week a series of lessons 
on ‘‘Some Unheralded Bible Characters.” 
Our first lesson presents Micaiah, a 
prophet who spoke the truth, as he saw 
it. It seems a little strange that he 
should be known because of this fact. 
Why should any man, least of all a 
prophet of the living God, be remem- 
bered because he refused to tell a lie? 
There are times however, when it is 
difficult to tell the truth, when it takes 
courage to stand for one’s conscientious 
convictions. Perhaps we have been in 
such situations ourselves, No doubt we 
shall be. It may help us to consider the 
experiences of the prophet Micaiah. 


Background: I Kings 20 

To appreciate Micaiah’s stand we 
must remember the situation in Israel. 
It was back in the days of Ahab. For 
many years the nation had been beset 
with enemies before and behind. The 
feud which had developed between 
Israel, the northern kingdom, and 
Judah, the southern kingdom, at the 
time of the disruption, had continued 
without interruption for eight years. 
Border strife was constant and there 
had been many more serious conflicts. 

Israel’s most dangerous enemy how- 
ever was Syria, whose capital was 
Damascus. Omri, Ahab’s father, had 
been compelled to grant special privi- 


leges to Damascus, and to assign a quar- . 


ter in Samaria, his capital, to the Syrian 
traders. When Ahab came to the throne, 
Benhadad, King of Syria, sought to re- 
duce Israel to an absolute dependency. 
Ahab launched a surprise attack from 
his besieged capital; the Syrians were 
routed and slaughtered; Benhadad him- 
self managed to escape with some of his 
cavalry. The next year Benhadad at- 
tacked again and again he was igno- 
miniously defeated. This time he sur- 
rendered unconditionally, with every 
outward sign of submission. Ahab to 
the annoyance of the more fiery ele- 
ments in Israel, granted Benhadad life 
and liberty on condition that the old 
situation should be _ reversed, that 
Damascus should now be the subject 
city and should provide a quarter for 
the Israelitish traders within its walls. 
After this battle there was peace be- 
tween Israel and Syria for three years. 
It was probably during this period that 
Ahab finally ended:the long feud be- 
tween Israel and Judah, Indications are 
that it was ended by the practical sub- 
mission of Judah and her recognition of 


Israelite superiority. The pact was 
sealed by the marriage of Jehoram, son 
of Jehosaphat, king of Judah, to Ahah’s 
daughter, Athaliah. 


I. Occasion of Micaiah’s Stand 
I Kings 22:2-13 


Ramoth-Gilead was a strategic city 
on the eastern side of the Jordan, which 
Benhadad had promised to return to 
Israel after his disastrous defeat at 
Aphek. Three years passed by, and 
Benhadad ignored his solemn pledge. 
Ahab realized that his domains were 
threatened so long as this fortress re- 
mained unclaimed. Syria was now 
threatened by the rising might” of 
Assyria, whose capital was Nineveh, and 
it appeared to Ahab that a propitious 
time had come for the further advance- 
ment of his kingdom. He sent for his 
vassal, Jehosaphat, king of Judah, and 
called a council of his officers, to whom 
he explained the situation. ‘‘Ramoth- 
Gilead belongs to us,’’ he said, “yet we 
are inactive instead of taking it from 
the hand of the king of Syria.”’ 

Then he turned to Jehosaphat and 
asked, “Will you go with me to fight 
against Ramoth-Gilead?” Dr. Earl L. 
Douglass says, ‘“‘Jehosaphat was a good 
man whose whole life was marred by 
the fact that he could not say ‘No’ to 
the suggestions of evil associates.’ 
More probably, Jehosaphat recognized 
that he had no choice. Yielding grace- 
fully to the inevitable he replied: “I am 
as you, my people as your people, my 
horses as your horses.’’ 

But Jehosaphat was a pious king, as 
Ahab was not. He was forced to assist 
Ahab in the war, but he wanted to be 
assured that he could count on the 
divine blessing, that it was in fact a 
holy war, and so he said to the king of 
Israel, ‘‘Enquire at this time, I pray, for 
the word of the Lord.” 

Ahab had made up his mind, but 
he had no objection to seeking the 
prophet’s advice. He was a practical 
man and thoroughly unscrupulous. He 
had long ago learned how to judge pop- 
ular sentiment and also, no doubt, how 
to manufacture public opinion. He saw 
in Jehosaphat’s pious request an op- 
portunity to arouse the people’s en- 
thusaism to fever heat. So he sent not 
for one prophet, but for all the prophets 
in Israel on whom he knew he could 
depend, about four hundred in number. 

These four hundred men gave a 
unanimous answer, The war on which 
Ahab was about to embark was a holy 
war. And the Lord could be counted on 
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to give him the victory. ‘Shall I go up 
to fight against Ramoth-Gilead or shall 
I forbear?”’ Ahab asked. And they re- 
plied, “‘Go up; for the Lord will surely 
deliver it into the hand of the king.” 


How can we explain this unanimous 
yet mistaken verdict? There are two 
possibilities. One, the least probable, is 
that these four hundred prophets knew 
on which side their bread was buttered. 
They knew that Ahab was determined 
to make war against Syria and realized 
that it would be advantageous for them 
to fall in with the royal will. In the 
current autobiography, The Making of 
an Insurgent, by Fiorello H. LaGuardia, 
the author tells how when he was 
deputy attorney general of New York, 
he brought a case against some large 
packing houses for violation of a new 
weights and measures law. When the 
case was called, State Senator James J. 
Walker, later Mayor of New York, ap- 
peared for the defense. Walker told the 
court he was author of the law and 
knew it was not intended to apply in 
such cases. Afterwards when the case 
had been dismissed and Walker and the 
Judge had genially invited him to have 
a drink, LaGuardia asked Walker how 
he could come into court to defeat his 
own law. Walker replied: ‘Fiorello, 
when are you going to get wise? Why 
do you suppose we introduce bills? We 
introduce them sometimes just to kill 
them. Other times we have to pass a 
bill, Why are you in the Attorney Gen- 
eral’s office? You are not going to stay 
there all your life. You make your con- 
nections now and later you can pick up 
a lot of dough defending cases you are 
now prosecuting. The judge, LaGuardia 
adds, ‘acquiesced in all that.” It may 
be that these four hundred prophets 
were maintaining their ‘‘connections.” 

The other possibility, the more likely, 
I think, is that the four hundred pro- 
fessional prophets were themselves 
swept off their feet by popular enthusi- 
asm. This is the more likely because 
we know from long experience how 
teachers, preachers, editors, politicians 
and others are carried away by the 
sentiments of their times, how difficult 
it is for them to develop independent 
conviction in times of popular excite- 
ment. When the voice of the world is 
in our ears, it is difficult to hear the still 
small voice of God. 

There is little value in ruminating on 
the example of the four hundred in the 
days of Ahab and Jehosaphat, unless it 
gives us all a firmer resolve to with- 
stand the silent, but persistent social 
pressure to which we are subject, bind- 
ing us to accept the popular attitudes of 
the day; greater courage to stand at 
times against popular clamor, and the 
psychology of the mob; greater readi- 
ness to listen to what God is seeking to 
say to us through his Holy Spirit. 

Jehosaphat realized that Ahab’s 
picked men were in no position to ascer- 
tain the will of God. He asked if there 
were not someone else, a real prophet, 
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of whom they might inquire. Israel's 
king admitted that there was one such 
man, Naively he explained why he had 
not called him before: ‘‘I hate him; for 
he never prophecies for me good, but 
only evil.’ We ought to be able to un- 
derstand Ahab’s method of working. 
Most of us, too, like to hear preaching 
that makes us feel comfortable. It is 
surprising how many people will stop 
coming to a Bible class or church if the 
speaker says what they don’t want to 
hear. The great majority of people read 
only those books, or papers, which tell 
them what they want to know. 
Nonetheless, to appease Jehosaphat, 
Ahab sent for Micaiah, the son of Imlah, 
a man who, according to Ahab’s own 
words, was accustomed to speak the 
truth regardless of its popular recep- 
tion. While the two kings waited the 


four hundred popular prophets con- 
tinued to inflame the public mind with 
their promise of success. To understand 
the scene that follows we must bear in 
mind that the nation was set on war. 


So united were the people that every 
preacher in the kingdom was ready to 
sell bonds, to carry the flag into the 
pulpit, to pray for God’s blessing upon 
Ahab’s sacred cause, every preacher ex- 
cept one, and he was now to be called 
on for his opinion, in the presence of the 
multitude, in the presence of the digni- 
taries of church and state. 


Il. Nature of Micaiah’s Stand, 22:13-2¢ 

The messenger who went to bring 
Micaiah knew the temper of the people 
and the temper of the monarch. He 
knew it would be exceedingly dangerous 
to withstand the general will. As a 
practical man of the world he gave the 
prophet a kindly bit of advice: ‘“‘Don’t 





MAKE RESERVATIONS 


NOW! 


For All Elders 
Sunday School Teachers 
All Responsible Leaders of Your 

Congregation 

——for the coming special issue of 
The Presbyterian Outlook devoted to 
a report on the highly-significant RE- 
STUDY OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
conducted by 40 outstanding people 
during the past four years. 

10c per copy; 50 for $5; 100 for 
$9. 

THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
403 E. Franklin Street 
Richmond 19, Va. 

(Copies of the Re-Study Report it- 
self will not be made available for 
general distribution. A popular book 
based on it will not be out until next 
year.) 











THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


bother about your conscientious convic- 


tions, follow the crowd.’’ That is prac- 
tical, worldly, advice for a minister to- 
day, or for a politician, or for a college 
boy, or for any other man, if he wants 
to be ‘popular’. We are all in danger 
of conforming to some extent to what 
is expected of us and need to be on 
guard at this point, 

Micaiah had faced such situations be- 
fore. Long before he had determined 
to speak the’truth regardless of the con- 
sequences; and so he answered without 
hesitation: “As the Lord lives, I will 
speak what the Lord speaks to me.” 

We are surprised then when he stands 
before the king and echos the very 
words of the popular preachers of the 
day: “Go up and prosper; for the Lord 
will deliver it into the hand of the 
king!” There are times, however, when 
irony and sarcasm are more effective 
than simple, unadorned prose. Ahab 
realized that Micaiah was only mocking 
the popular prophets. He urged him to 
speak his mind. Micaiah dropped his 
mask at once and proceeded to unfold 
his Teading of the situation by relating 
two visions which had come to him. 

The first vision, that of Israel, a shep- 
herdless flock, scattered on the moun- 
tains, is a veiled prediction of Ahab’s 
death. The king, who had no intention 
of changing his course of action, sought 
to remove the depressing effect of the 
oracle on the mind of Jehosaphat by in- 
sisting that it proceeded from personal 
animosity. 


The second vision (19-22), given by 
Micaiah to explain the source of the 
false prophet’s error, is very likely a 
parable, but behind it lies a great truth 
to which the religious experience of all 
ages bears witness. “The man who, 
like Ahab, sells himself to work evil 
(21:20), loses his power of discerning 
between good and evil; the flattering 
tongue of a number of worldly prophets 
prevails with such a man over the utter- 
ance of one spiritually minded seer.”’ 


Ill. Results of Micaiah’s Stand 
22:24-40 


What were the results of Micaiah’s 
bold stand for the truth? First of all, 
public insult. Zedekiah, leader of the 
four hundred popular ministers, smote 
Micaiah on the cheek and accompanied 
it with insulting words. We can be sure 
that his act received the approbation 
of the crowd and that Micaiah became 
an object of general scorn. Second, im- 
prisonment under the most irksome con- 
ditions. Ahab ordered “Micaiah to be 
cast into jail and given food poor in 
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quality and scarce in quantity, just 
enough, the account suggests, to keep 
him alive. 

But what were the results so far as 
Ahab was concerned and so far as the 
nation was concerned? Ahab went into 
the battle disguised as a common sol- 
dier. Perhaps he knew that the Syrians 
would concentrate their efforts on him 
and was willing for Jehosaphat, his 
vassal, to run the dangers of the battle. 
More likely the stratagem ‘reveals his 
secret anxiety lest Micaiah’s vision 
should come true, and is perhaps dic- 
tated by the superstitious notion that by 
changing his identity he can escape the 
notice of the unseen powers of evil.’ 

But during the course of the battle a 
chance arrow passed between his breast- 
Plate and lower armor, inflicting a 
severe wound. He would have been 
driven out of the fighting but the line 
moved steadily forward, and he could 
not leave without danger of throwing it 
into confusion. So he remained all day, 
sorely wounded as he was, in the thick 
of the fighting, and died like a hero in 
the evening. In spite of the weakness 
of his character Ahab was a strong, 
courageous ruler. Israel now came un- 
der the complete domination of Jezebel, 
Ahab’s widow, always the evil genius 
of his reign, Micaiah, we suppose, re- 
mained in prison until popular and offi- 
cial animosity against radicals who op- 
posed national policies was forgotten. 


For Further Consideration 


Do men always tell the truth today 
in talking about themselves or others, 
in writing advertisements (cigarettes, 
whiskey, tooth paste, for example), in 
making political speeches, in taking ex- 
aminations, in giving evidence before 
the courts, in love or in war? 

Does it ever cost to tell the truth, to 
speak one’s honest convictions? What 
would happen today to a preacher, your 
preacher let us say, or to a politician, 
your representative in Congress, let us 
say, if he took an unpopular stand on 
the Civil Rights issue? 

Should a man stand for his conscien- 
tious convictions regardless of the con- 
sequences, in the church, in politics, in 
his crowd, in his business? Is it right 
for a nation or a movement to resort to 
misleading propaganda to advance its 
cause? 

What are the costs of speaking un- 
truth, or of refusing to speak the truth, 
as one sees it—to the individual him- 
self, to the church, to society? 

(Do not fail to read ‘‘Can a Preacher 
Be Courageous After 45?” on page 5.— 
Eds.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


WHAT SHALL I PREACH? By 
George Brown Thomas, Abingdon- 
Cokesbury, Nashville & New York, 239 
pages. $2.50. 

It is the conviction of the author of 
this book after forty years of preaching 
that “God speaks to the preacher when 
he shuts himself in with only God and 
his Word.” Dr. Thomas keeps faith 
with that conviction in this volume. 
There are 2,200 Scripture texts arranged 
consecutively, with subjects attached. 
There is a subject index covering 68 
pages, which adds to the helpfulness of 
the work. The minister can find sparks 
of inspiration which may kindle a flame 
with his own heart and mind. And 
certainly the author avoids the mistake 
of telling the preacher not only ‘‘what’’ 
to preach, but “how’”’ to preach it. Only 
as encouragement to ‘“‘preach the word” 
can the book add to the usefulness of 
the preacher’s library. 

JAS, A, JONES. 





Charlotte, N. C. 


LANGUAGE OF THE LANDSCAPE. 
By Margaret Venable Wilson. 50 pages. 
$1.50. . 


In language, polished and chaste, 
with apt quotation in poetry and prose, 
Mrs. Wilson warms our heart and opens 
the eyes of our mind to the beauty of 
God’s universe in landscape and garden. 
The talks embodied here have proved 
highly popular in women’s clubs and 
elsewhere. Attractively printed and 
bound the little book will prove a hand- 
some and welcome gift. m. F. 3. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





Information Roundup. George Stimpson. 
Harper & Brothers. $3.95. 

You and Your Doctor. Benjamin F. Mil- 
ler. Whittlesey House. $2.75. 

“Ben-Hur” Wallace. Irving McKee. Uni- 
versity of California Press. $4.00. 

Peony. Pearl S. Buck. John Day. $3.00. 

College Reading and Religion. The Ed- 
ward W. Hazen Foundation. Yale Univer- 
sity Press. 35.00. 
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The One Great Church. Joseph Fort 
Newton. Macmillan. $2.00. 

New South—Housing in the South. 
Southern Regional Council, 63 Auburn 
Avenue, N. E., Atlanta, Ga. 

Answers on the Palestine Question. Car] 
Hermann Voss. American Christian Pales- 
tine Committee. 

I Have Loved Jacob. Joseph Hoffman 
Cohn. American Board of Missions to the 
Jews, Inc. 

A Pastoral Triumph. Charles F. Kemp. 
Macmillan. $2.25. : 

We Must Claim Tomorrow. The Re- 
quests of the Churches Overseas Presented 
to America Through Church World Serv- 
ice. 

Two Giants and One World. A William 
Loos. Friendship Press. 

More Than We Are. Marguaritte Har- 
mon Bro. Harper. $1.50. 

The Biblical Doctrine of the Church. 
William Robinson.’ The Bethany Press. 
$2.50. 

My Alaska Picture Story Book. Edith J. 
Agnew. Friendship Press. Bds. $1.25. Pa- 
per 75c. 

Tai-Lee’s Precious Seed. Mary I. Beck. 
Friendship Press. Cloth $1.75. Paper 90c. 

Dike Against the Sea. Mary Brewster 
Hollister. Friendship Press. Cloth $1.60. 
Paper 90c. 

Forty-eight Plus! Constance M. Hallock. 
Friendship Press. 75c. 

Shake Hands With Yourself. Howard 
Anthony Julie. The William-Frederick 
Press. $2.00. 

Whose Disciples? Jesse R. Wilson. Re- 
vell. 

Husband Security. Huldah Temple. The 
William-Frederick Press. $2.00. 
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China, Twilight or Dawnt Frank W. 
Price. Friendship Press. $1.50. 

Frontier Books: Friendship Press, 15c 
each. The Bishop of All Beyond. Wini- 


. fred Hulbert. The Man With Twenty 


Hands. Kenneth L. Wilson. Pioneer Ha- 
watiian Christians. Frances Eastman. She 
Made Many Rich. Catherine B. Herzel. 

The Lifted Light. Edited by Anne Ha- 
zelton. China Inland Mission, 30c. 

And So Farewell. Paul Cook. The Ex- 
position Press. $2.50. 

Culture’s Emergent Pathway. Antonio 
Inglesias. The Exposition Press. $2.50. 

Chinese Epigrams Inside Out and Pro- 
verbs. Tehyi Hsieh. The Exposition Press. 
$2.50. 
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SIX CENTS per word and initial including 
address. Minimum: $2, cash with order. 
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RELIGIOUS BOOKS purchased for cash. 

We pay transportation cost. Send lst 
today or write for purchase particulars. 
Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich- 
igan. 





BOOKBINDING 


OLD BIBLES, BOOKS rebound like new. 

Rare books restored. Magazines and all 
types of bookbinding. Fine workmanship 
at reasonable prices. Inquiries invited. 
NORRIS BOOKBINDING CO., 102 Nichols 
Ave., Greenwood, Miss. “Serving the 
South.” 








STUDENT WORKER 





WANTED: DIRECTOR FOR PRESBY- 

TERIAN STUDENT WORK AT DUKB 
UNIVERSITY. Excellent opportunity for 
qualified person to do graduate work in a 
distinguished university and at same time 
direct the organized activities of the Duke 
University Westminster Fellowship (Pres- 
byterian Student Group) on a part-time 
basis. Interested persons are asked to 
write at once to REV. KELSEY REGEN, 
D. D., 305 E MAIN STREET, DURHAM, 
N. C., Chairman Advisory Council D. U. W. 
F. When writing please give background 
of training and experience, and names 
and addresses of three references. 


Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them, Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 


welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 


Richmond 9, Va., or Dallas 1, Tex. 
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The 1948 General Assembly and 


Edueation 


‘The meeting cf the Gereral Assen bly this year was marked by a deepening 


interest in the Church's institutions of Christian Higher Education. 


FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS 


The Assembly “reaffirmed the responsibility of the Church—in these days of 
confusion, doubt and fear— to provide broad and thorough education, shot through 


at every point by Christian principles as taught and lived by Jesus Christ.”’ 


MEETING A SUPREME NEED 


The Assembly “draws attention to our Presbyterian institutions of higher 
education and their importance, not only to the advancement, but to the very 
existence of the Church; and summons all the Synods and all Presbyterians to 


study, pray, and support more effectively this fundamental work.” 


UNITED ACTION IMPERATIVE 


The Assembly called ‘“‘upon parents, pastors, teachers, elders, deacons, ad- 
ministrations, faculties, and all members of the Presbyterian family for their prayer- 
ful and understanding cooperation, in order to secure more Presbyterian students 


for our institutions and better institutiens for our students.” 


Your wholehearted response and cooperation are expected 


Presbyterian Church in the United States 


Christian Higher Education 


WADE H. BOGGS, D. D., Secretary Wm. H. HOPPER, Treasurer 
410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 








